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indeed, release from prison and take for her
principal adviser the great Bishop Gardiner,
but she had to admit to the Council much
the same sort of men as those who . had been
guilty of the orgy of loot of Church property under
her little brother's nominal reign. She had to
accept as an accomplished fact the millions they
enjoyed out of the robbery of the Church, and she
could not but feel all the time that her position
was one of compromise.
Popular though she was with the mass of the
English people and highly accomplished, she
was handicapped in person and with no experience
of the world, and had had little training in the
judgment of character.. She was, as I have said,
of bad health, she was short, prematurely aged
(in her thirty-eighth year but looking fifteen
years older), she had a rough deep voice almost
like a man's, a head too big for her body, and
altogether an unimpressive presence; and in her
relations with the men and women about her she
was much too ready to believe in the good and
to doubt the evil.
This was especially the case in her relations
with her younger illegitimate sister Elizabeth.
That young woman, only twenty when Mary came
to the throne, was the figurehead at once of the